
CityofNewBern
BoardofAldermenMeeting
March13, 2018 – 6:00P.M.  

CityHallCourtroom
300PollockStreet

1. MeetingopenedbyMayorDanaE. Outlaw.  PrayerbyFireCaptainScott
Gladson.     PledgeofAllegiance.  

2. RollCall.  

Present:  MayorDanaOutlaw; AldermenSabrinaBengel, JameeshaHarris, Robert
Aster, JohnnieRayKinsey, BarbaraBest, andJeffreyOdham.   Absent:  None.  A
quorumwaspresent.     

AlsoPresent:  MarkStephens, CityManager; KristenCuller, AssistantCity
Manager; MichaelScottDavis, CityAttorney; andBrendaBlanco, CityClerk.     

3. RequestandPetitionofCitizens.   

QuillieCanadyof104TobianoDriveexpressedsafetyconcernsforpedestrians
whowalkintheareaofNeuseBoulevardnearBosch, KensingtonPark, andthe
DollarGeneral.  Herequestedtheadditionofsidewalks, apedestriancrosswalk
withaflashinglight, andrailsnearalargeditch.  Mr. Stephensrespondedstaff
wouldreachouttotheNCDepartmentofTransportation, asthisareaofroadway
isownedandmaintainedbythestate.  

CheriMoyersof606HancockStreetagainrequestedaccessibletrafficsignalsand
expressedconcernthatactionhaspossiblynotyetbeentakentoimplementthese
signalsoranyothersafetyfeatures.  Mr. Stephensnotedstaffisintheprocessof
evaluatingtheissueandhashadameetingwithalotofpeopleinthedowntown
area.  OneofthemainfocuseswastheintersectionofBroadandMiddleStreets.  
Informationcontinuestobegathered, andasubgroupwillbeformedtoanalyzethe
needs.   

JamesWoodsof1903CountryClubRoadannouncedheisthenewchairmanof
theCravenCountyVeteransCouncilandextendedaninvitationfortheBoard, City
Attorney, andmanagementtoattendtheupcomingMemorialDaycelebrationthat
willbeginat11a.m.   Anemailinvitationwillbesentwithadditionaldetails.  On

thMarch26 at9a.m., theFirstTeeofCoastalCarolinaswillholdachallengeatthe
EmeraldGolfClub, andtheBoard, Manager, andDirectorofParksandRecreation
wereinvitedtoattend.  Lastly, Mr. WoodsnotedheattendsTrinityChapelAME
ZionChurchlocatedat1208BroadStreet.  Twotreesplantedinfrontofthechurch
areasafetyhazardastheyprohibitmotoristsfromhavingaclearlineofvisionwhen
pullingoutfromFirstAvenue.    

BraedonWelshof224HuntersLandingDrivespokeinfavoroftheproclamation
recognizingHumanTraffickingAwarenessWeek, whichisApril8-14, 2018.  North
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Carolinaisoneofthetop10statesaffectedbyhumantrafficking.  Asymposium
thwillbeheldApril8-10 attheRiverfrontConventionCenter.    

ConsentAgenda

4. ConsiderApprovingaProclamationforJuneteenth.  

AsoneofthecollaboratorsplanningaJuneteenthCelebrationforNewBern,  
AldermanHarrisrequestedaproclamationrecognizing Juneteenth.  Information
abouttheplannedcelebratoryeventswillbeavailableinthenearfuture.   

th5. ConsiderApprovingaProclamationforthe25 AnniversaryoftheNewBern
ChapterofContinentalSocieties, Inc.   

thPhyllisRobinsonrequestedaproclamationinhonorofthe25 anniversaryofNew
Bern’sChapterofContinentalSocieties, Inc.  Theorganizationisapublicservice
groupthatassistsunderprivilegedchildrenandyouth.  Thelocalchapterwas
inductedintothenationalorganizationonFebruary20, 1993.  

6. ConsiderApprovingaProclamationforHumanTraffickingAwarenessWeek.  

SarahTellisrequestedaproclamationacknowledgingtheweekofApril8-14, 2018
asHumanTraffickingAwarenessWeek.  Aconferencewillbeheldduringtheweek

thofApril8 toaddressthisimportantissue.   

7. ApproveMinutes.  

MinutesfromtheFebruary13, 2018andFebruary27, 2018regularmeetingsand
theFebruary16, 2018worksessionwereprovidedforreviewandapproval.  

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoapproveItems4-7oftheConsentAgenda,  
secondedbyAldermanHarris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.   

8. PresentationofLongevityCertificates.   

Employmentserviceisrecognizedatfive-yearincrements.  Arosterofall
employeeseligibletoreceiveaservicecertificatefortheperiodofJulytoDecember
2017wasprovided.  Servicecertificateswerepresentedtothoseemployeeswho
wereinattendance, andtheywereextendedahandshakeofappreciationfromthe
MayorandAldermen.    

MayorOutlawrecognizedRalphPuckettaformeremployeewhowasin
attendance.  Mr. PuckettpreviouslyservedastheElectricDirector.  

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontobrieflyrecessforareceptionhonoringthe
employees, secondedbyAldermanAster.  Themotioncarriedunanimouslyat6:25
p.m.  Themeetingresumedat6:34p.m.  
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9. ConductaPublicHearing, ConsiderAdoptingaStatementofZoning
Consistency, andConsiderAdoptinganOrdinancetoInitiallyZoneProperty
LocatedattheIntersectionofWaterscapeWayandWestThurmanRoad
IdentifiedasTaxParcel7-104-12002.   

KipPeregoyofCarolinaColoursAssociationsubmittedarequesttohavean
approximately1.77-acreoflandzonedC-3Commercial.  Theparcelislocatedat
theintersectionofW. ThurmanRoadandWaterscapeWayandisfurtheridentified
asTaxParcelID7-104-12002.  Thisisaninitialzoningrequestwhichrequiresa
publichearingpursuanttostatestatuteandlocalordinance.   

TheC-3commercialdistrictisestablishedasadistrictforoffices, personalservices,  
andtheretailingofdurableandconveniencegoods.  Staffhasreviewedtherequest
andfindstheinitialzoningconsistentwiththeLandUsePlan, TransportationPlan,  
andnearbylandusesand, therefore, recommendsapprovaloftherequest.   
Additionally, thePlanningandZoningBoardconsideredtherequestatitsFebruary
7, 2018meetingandvotedunanimouslytoapprovetherequest, accordingtoJeff
Ruggieri, DirectorofDevelopmentServices.  

MayorOutlawopenedthepublichearing.  FredPittengerof2916WeathersbyDrive
statedheregularlyusedtheintersectioninquestion.  Heaskedaboutpossible
planstoimprovetheintersection, asheanticipatedanincreaseintrafficduetothe
zoning.  Mr. Stephensfeltthetrafficimpactwouldbeminimal, butindicatedstaff
wouldlookintothis.   

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoclosethepublichearing, secondedby
AldermanOdham.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.  

AldermanAster madeamotiontoadoptastatementofzoningconsistency,  
secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarried
unanimously.   

AldermanAstermadeamotiontoadoptanordinancetoinitiallyzonetheproperty
locatedattheintersectionofWaterscapeWayandWestThurmanRoadidentified
asTaxParcel7-104-12002, secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote,  
themotioncarriedunanimously.    

10. ConductaPublicHearing, ConsiderAdoptingaStatementofZoning
Consistency, andConsiderAdoptinganOrdinancetoRezoneProperty
LocatedNeartheIntersectionofWaterscapeWayandWestThurmanRoad
IdentifiedasTaxParcels7-104-9004and7-104-10006fromR-8Residentialto
C-3Commercial.  

KipPeregoyofCarolinaColoursAssociationalsosubmittedarequesttorezone
twoparcelsoflandfromR-8SingleFamilyResidentialtoC-3CommercialDistrict.   
Theparcelsconsistofapproximately3.86acresoflandandarelocatednearthe
intersectionofWaterscapeWayandW. ThurmanRoad.  TheyareidentifiedasTax
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ParcelIDs7-104-9004and7-104-10006.  Statestatuteandlocalordinancerequire
theBoardtoholdapublichearingtoreceivecommentsontherequestedrezoning.    

TheC-3commercialdistrictisestablishedasadistrictforoffices, personalservices,  
andtheretailingofdurableandconveniencegoods.  Staffhasreviewedtherequest
andfindstheinitialzoningconsistentwiththeLandUsePlan, TransportationPlan,  
andnearbylandusesand, therefore, recommendsapprovaloftherequest.  Mr.  
RuggieripointedoutthePlanningandZoningBoardalsoconsideredthisrequest
atitsFebruary7, 2018meetingandvotedunanimouslytoapprovetherequest.  

MayorOutlawopenedthepublichearing, butnoonespoke.    

AldermanBengel madeamotiontoclosethepublichearing, secondedby
AldermanAster.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.   

AldermanAster madeamotiontoadoptastatementofzoningconsistency,  
secondedbyAldermanOdham.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarried
unanimously.   

Alderman Aster madeamotiontoadoptanordinancetorezonetheproperty
locatedneartheintersectionofWaterscapeWayandWestThurmanRoad
identifiedasTaxParcels7-104-9004and7-104-10006, secondedbyAlderman
Kinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.    

11. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutionApprovinganAgreementwithNC
DepartmentofTransportationforOldAirportRoad.  

TheCityhasbeenworkingonaplantoimprovetheconditionandsafetyofthree
mainroadwayarteries, oneofwhichisOldAirportRoadbetweenTabernaCircle
andCountyLineRoad.  BecauseOldAirportRoadismostlyownedandmaintained
bytheNCDepartmentofTransportation (“DOT”), staffhasbeenworkingwithDOT
toironoutapossibleagreementwherebytheCitywouldassumeownershipand/or
maintenanceofseveralsectionsoftheroadinreturnforDOTcontributingfunds
towardthemaintenanceoftheproject.  OneoftheconcernswithOldAirportRoad
wasitswidthandabilityofvehiclestosafelymeet, especiallylargervehiclessuch
asschoolbuses.  Otherthanresurfacingtheroad, DOThadnoplantowidenor
otherwiseimprovetheroad.   

Anagreementhasbeenreached, thetermsofwhichareasfollows:  
TheCitywillassumeownershipandmaintenanceofa1.51-milestretchof
roadwayandabridgelocatedattheconnectionpointofSR-1111andSR- 
1997nearEvansMillSubdivision, whichisidentifiedasBridge #10;  
TheCitywillassumemaintenanceofanadditional0.51-milestretchof
roadway;  
TheCitywillwidenandresurfaceOldAirportRoad (SR-1111andSR-1997)  
within24monthsoftheagreement;  
NCDOTwillabandonfromthestateroadsystemallsectionsofOldAirport
RoadwithinthemunicipalcitylimitsofNewBern, includingBridge #10;  
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NCDOTwillpaytheCity $687,000forwidening, resurfacing, andpavement
repairsoncetheabandonedsectionsofroadhavebeenacceptedbythe
City; and
Eitherpartymayterminatethisagreementwithconsentoftheotherparty
priortothetransferoffunds.  

AldermanAstermadeamotiontoadoptaresolutionapprovinganagreementwith
theNCDepartmentofTransportationforOldAirportRoad, secondedbyAlderman
Kinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.    

12. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutioninSupportofaSpeedLimitChangeinthe
PleasantHillCommunity.  

AldermanBestannouncedattheBoard’slastmeetingthatresidentsofPleasant
HillhavesignedapetitionseekingareductionofthespeedlimitalongHighway
55WfromtheHighway43ConnectortoBeaman’sFork.  Thecurrentspeedlimit
rangesfrom45to55mph.  Thisareaisamoderately-populatedresidentialarea
thatalsoincludesadaycarecenterandacity-ownedparkwithaplayground
PleasantHillPark).  Thecurrentspeed limitsraisesafetyconcernsforthe

residents, children, andpedestrians.    

Additionally, theresidentshaveexpressedadesireforNCDOTtoconsider
resurfacingtheareaofHighway55WfromtheNC43Connectortotheendofthe
citylimits, whichisinthevicinityofClarks.  Itistheresidents’ recollectionthatthis
areaofroadwayhasnotbeenresurfacedinatleast25years.  Theproposed
resolutionsignifiestheCity’ssupportofboththeserequestsand, ifapproved, will
beforwardedtoNCDOT’sDivisionandLocalDistrictoffices, HughOverholtasthe
representativeonthelocalBoardofTransportation, andtheMetropolitanPlanning
Organization.   

AldermanBestmadeamotiontoadoptaresolutioninsupportofaspeedlimit
changeinthePleasantHillcommunity, secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Uponaroll- 
callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.   

13. ConsiderAdoptinganOrdinancetoAmendtheFY2017-18GeneralFundand
MSDFundBudgets.   

Atitslastmeeting, theBoardadoptedanordinanceamendmenttoimplement
changesindowntownparking.      Asaresultofthosechanges, theproposedbudget
amendmentappropriates $39,100fortheparkingenforcementprogram.  These
fundswillbeusedspecificallyforpart-timeparkingenforcementofficers, uniforms,  
softwaretomanagetheparkingcitations, andavehicletobeutilizedbyparking
enforcement.  Fundingwillbeprovidedthroughatransferof $34,000fromthe
MunicipalServiceDistrict (“MSD”) and $5,100fromtheGeneralFund. PoliceChief
ToussaintSummersconfirmedtherecentordinanceamendmentalsochangedthe
parkingviolationsfromcriminaloffensestocivil, whichmeanstheCitywillretain
thefines.  
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AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoadoptanordinancetoamendtheFY2017-18
GeneralFundandMSDFundbudgets, secondedbyAldermanHarris.  Uponaroll- 
callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.   

14. ConsiderAdoptinganOrdinanceAmendingtheScheduleofFeesand
Charges.    

Alsoatitslastmeeting, theBoardadoptedaresolutionplacingthestructureat408
HancockStreetunderthepurviewofParksandRecreationasamultipurposeart
center.  TheScheduleofFeesandCharges, whichwaslastupdatedandadopted
onMay23, 2017, willbeamendedtoincludethefeesassociatedwiththeoperation
ofthiscenter.  Additionally, ParksandRecreationandDevelopmentServiceshave
identifiedsomeotherfeesthatneedtobeadjusted.  Alloftheproposedchanges
wereidentifiedona “redline” versionoftheschedule.    

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoadoptanordinancetoamendtheScheduleof
FeesandChargeswiththeexceptionofthe408HancockStreetrates, seconded
byAldermanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotionfailed4-3withMayorOutlaw
andAldermenBengel, AsterandKinseyvotingagainstit.  

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoadopttheordinancetoamendtheScheduleof
FeesandChargesasstated, secondedbyAldermanAster.  Uponaroll-callvote,  
themotioncarried4-3withAldermenHarris, KinseyandOdhamvotingagainstit.    

15. Appointment(s).   

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoappointAldermanAstertotheFiremen’s
MuseumBoardtofillthevacancycreatedbytheuntimelypassingofRichardBlythe,  
secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.   

Duetoschedulingconflicts, AldermanOdhamannouncedheisnotabletocontinue
astheCity’srepresentativeonAlliesforCherryPoint’s Tomorrow.  Alderman
OdhammadeamotiontoappointKristenCullertoreplacehim, secondedby
AldermanKinsey.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.   

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoappointMikeDuffy totheNewBern
AppearanceCommission, seconded byAldermanKinsey.  Themotioncarried
unanimously.  Mr. DuffywillfilltheseatpreviouslyfilledbyPeggyBroadway, and
histermwillexpireonMarch12, 2021.   

16. Attorney’sReport.    

TheCityAttorneyhadnothingtoreport.   

17. CityManager’sReport.   

Mr. StephensaskedtheBoardiftherewasinterestinstartingthebudgetwork
stndsessionsonMay1 and2 at1p.m. insteadof6p.m.  AldermanOdhammadea

motiontoeliminatetheMarch20, 2017worksessiontohearfromlobbyistsandto
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stndbeginthebudgetworksessionsonMay1 and2 at1p.m., secondedbyAlderman
Harris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.    

18. NewBusiness.  

AldermanBengel
CravenTerraceheldaniceribbon-cuttingeventtoday, whichincludedtoursofthe
renovatedproperty.    
AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoconductaworksessiononMarch19, 2018at
1p.m. atCityHalltodiscussaRedevelopmentCommissionasledbytheSchool
ofGovernment andtolimitthediscussiontotheSchoolofGovernmentwith
questionsandanswersbetweenthemandtheBoard, secondedbyAlderman
Harris.  Mr. Stephensmentionedthepossibleneedtoincludeadiscussionabout
theMartinMariettaParkinordertoobtaindirectionfromtheBoard.  Alderman
BengelthenmadeanamendedmotiontoconductaworksessiononMarch19,  
2018at1p.m. atCityHalltoincludeapresentationfromtheSchoolofGovernment
DFIonaRedevelopmentCommissionwithquestionsandanswersonlyfromthe
BoardofAldermen, aswellasadiscussiononMartinMariettaPark, secondedby
AldermanHarris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously.  
TheRotaryClubisholdingitsmajorfundraiser, Shamrock Rockin’, onFriday
eveningattheNorthCarolinaHistoryCenter.      

AldermanHarris
AreportwasprovidedontheNationalLeagueofCitiesConference, which
AldermanHarrisattendedoverthelastfourdays.  Oneoftheopportunitiesshe
learnedaboutisthepossibilityoftheCityapplyingfordesignationasanopportunity
zone.  Mr. Ruggieriprovidedsomeinformationonthisprogram.  AldermanHarris
alsoreportedonaraceequitygrantthataddressesdiversity.    

AldermanAster
Thefirecodedealingwithcul-de-sacswastobebroughtbackbeforetheGoverning
Board, andAldermanAsterinquiredastothestatus.  Mr. Ruggieristatedthecode
isscheduledtogobeforethePlanningandZoningBoardattheirnextmeeting, after
whichitwillbebroughtbeforetheBoardofAldermen.  
Withcoldweather, asphalthastakenabeating, specificallyattheentranceof
Taberna.  Mr. StephenswasaskedtocontactNCDOTtolookatthissectionof
roadway.    

AldermanKinsey
CommentsweresharedonCravenTerrace’sribbon-cuttingceremony, notingthe
impactofprivate-publicpartnerships.  AldermanAsterpointedoutallofthe
speakerscommendedtheNewBernPoliceDepartmentfortheirworkinthearea.   
Mr. Stephensreportedtherewerepreviously4-5crime-relatedincidentsperweek,  
whichisnowdownto1-2permonthaccordingtoMicheleFolinoofPreservation
Management.  
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Alderman Best
She too attended today's ceremony at Craven Terrace.  An additionai tour will be

scheduled for the Board to view the grounds and building renovations.
A vacancy still exists on the Firemen' s Museum Board.   Anyone interested in

serving on this Board should contact Alderman Best or Nancy Mansfield, President
of the Firemen' s Museum Board.
One of her constituents, who is a quadriplegic,  has asked for assistance with

locating a full- size van to get to and from his healthcare appointments.

Alderman Odham

A constituent reported a trash truck traveling on the James City bridge was losing
a lot of trash.  An unmarked Sheriff's vehicle came alongside the truck, and the

constituent thought he would pull the vehicle, but did not.

There is an issue with the City' s trash contractor having leaky trucks.   Although

there have been meetings with the vendor, Alderman Odham felt it is time to take
additional action.  Mr. Stephens noted previous meetings were held with Republic

Services, which is now owned by Waste Industries.   He suggested the issue be

brought to the attention of the new owner before taking other steps. .

19.    Closed Session.

A closed session was not needed.

20.    Adjourn.

Alderman Odham made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Kinsey. The
motion carried unanimously, time being 7: 34 p. m.

The attached documents are incorporated herewith and are hereby made a part of these
minutes.

NOTE:  For additional details and information on the Board of Aldermen meetings, please

visit the City of New Bern' s website at www.newbern- nc.orq.  Video and audio recordings

of the meeting have been archived.

Minutes approved:  March 27, 2018

Dana E. Outlaw, Mayor

M X1 L - L !` IGxZCO

Brenda E. Blanco, City Clerk
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